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Garden project construction underway at Statehouse Convention Center

  
LITTLE ROCK, AR (May 15, 2006) -- Construction is underway on the east corner of the Statehouse Convention Center for a garden project that will honor Eternal Grand Master H.U. Lee, founder of the American Taekwondo Association (ATA). The garden’s purpose is to educate the public on the South Korean culture and Songahm Taekwondo, which Lee developed. 
  
The garden will include an elaborate South Korean-carved wooden and tile gate, approximately 27 feet wide and 20 feet tall, and a nine-foot tall fountain and pool. Construction on this new attraction should be completed by summer 2007. Plants in the garden will be representative of foliage native to Korea.   
  
The Little Rock Advertising and Promotion Commission (A&P Commission) provided the site to the ATA in appreciation to the organization for having its international headquarters in Little Rock and for hosting its annual World Championships here. The World Championships, which have been hosted in Little Rock since 1990, bring approximately 20,000 visitors from five continents and more than 40 states to Little Rock each year. This year’s World Tournament will be June 19-25 at the Statehouse Convention Center. 
  
In late 2005, the A&P Commission provided $15,000 from its capital budget to assist in the development of the Korean Gate. The Commission, along with the Little Rock Convention and Visitors Bureau, also provided assistance for architecture, engineering, site preparation, utilities, irrigation and lighting.   
  
The entire project is expected to cost about $1 million, with most of the funds being raised privately. Donations for the project come from the ATA organization itself, as well as ATA members throughout the world.   
            
“This garden will not only be a great tribute to Eternal Grand Master H. U. Lee, but it will provide a new attraction for Little Rock and a beautiful area adjacent to the convention center,” said Jim Rice, chief operating officer of the Little Rock Convention and Visitors Bureau. “We are grateful to ATA and its members for their continued partnership and for building this beautiful garden at our facility.”   
            
The official groundbreaking for the project will be Friday, June 23 when the majority of ATA students, instructors and officials are in town for the World Championships. An official name for the project will be announced soon. Its working title is Songahm International Gate and Garden.   
            
Most of the gate was hand-carved in South Korea, and it is being sent to Little Rock in five separate shipments. A team of South Korean artisans will arrive in Little Rock in mid-June to begin the 45-day job of erecting the gate on site. 
            
H.U. Lee, a native of South Korea, chose Little Rock in 1977 as headquarters for the ATA in part because of the pine trees, rocks and geographic landscape that reminded him of his home in South Korea.  In the Korean language, Songahm means pine tree and rock.   
  
Lee died in October, 2000 and his widow, Sun Lee, is now chairperson of the ATA. H.U. Lee’s brother, Soon Ho Lee, is the current Grand Master of ATA, serving as leader in the Songahm Taekwondo style.  The ATA international headquarters are located at 6210 Baseline Road in Little Rock.   
            
The ATA and its affiliated organizations have 300,000 registered members worldwide, including 53,000 black belts and 3,000 certified instructors. The goal of the organization is to change one million lives through Songahm Taekwondo by the end of 2006.   
  
The actual beginnings of taekwondo are obscured by time, yet many historians believe it originated from a Korean martial arts form known as t-aekyon practiced more than 1,300 years ago.   
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